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:>ack in triumph as the saviour.   They now
embarked upon the same methods.
The labour unrest had hardly died down.
rhe position of the Blum Government was
jtill too strong to be assailed in home politics.
The first attack was therefore delivered in
the field of foreign policy. This was Spain.
When the history of the Spanish war
:omes to be written, it will record the decisive
influence, in its incipient stage, of the French
Government's attitude. When the Spanish
Republic was assaulted by the military and
Fascist rebellion, Leon Blum, giving way to
his own feelings, let the Spanish Government
expect every help short of military support.
On the eve of the Cabinet meeting which
was to decide, his lieutenant Vincent Auriol
promised a well-known foreign Socialist to
see the matter through. But against them
the forces of reaction rose like one man: the
President of the Republic threw his veto into
the balance, the most influential of Radical
members of the Government threatened to
resign, the generals were in revolt. Leon
Blum, with tears in his eyes, hesitated, then
gave in. He later admitted in private that
had the help for Spain led to a general con-
flagration he could not have been sure that
the mobilisation order would have been